
Re: MassDOT Proposed Amendments to 540 CMR 4.00, Annual Safety and Combined Safety and 
Emissions Inspection of All Motor Vehicles, Trailers, Semitrailers and Converter Dollies 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I write in support of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s proposed amendments to 540 
CMR 4.00, in line with Chapter 358 of the Acts of 2022 which the Legislature passed last session to 
reduce fatal crashes with pedestrians and bikers on our streets.  
 
The legislation importantly included a definition of a “vulnerable user,” a pedestrian engaged in, among 
other things, work on a street, providing emergency services, riding public transportation, or operating a 
micromobility vehicle like a bike. The legislation also outlined safety requirements including mandating 
that almost every motor vehicle be equipped with two red tail lights and that trucks be equipped with 
safety devices including lateral protective devices, convex mirrors, crossover mirrors, and backup 
cameras. These devices will expand truck drivers’ views of the sides, fronts, and rears of their vehicles, 
enhancing the safety of all vehicular movements. 
 
These changes are sorely needed. As you may know, my community is reeling from two deadly crashes 
between trucks and bikers in the past month. Kim Staley was visiting from Florida and riding a Bluebike 
outside of Harvard Square on June 7th when a box truck turned right and fatally hit her. Minh-Thi Nguyen 
was a third-year graduate student at MIT who was riding to work on June 21st when she was similarly 
struck by a box truck as it turned right. These tragic deaths were not inevitable, and speak to the need for 
broader safety measures to protect bikers in Cambridge and throughout the Commonwealth. Six years 
ago, in the wake of the death of MIT graduate Jie Zhao, who was struck in Cambridgeport by a truck 
without a working backup camera, I filed legislation requiring large, state-owned and municipally-owned 
vehicles to be equipped with them. I am proud that this requirement was included in Chapter 358 of the 
Acts of 2022 and is being promulgated in these regulations. 
 
I am glad to see MassDOT begin to promulgate new regulations that will enhance the safety of all 
vulnerable users of our streets by increasing the requirements of safety devices on trucks. While 
mandating these changes on vehicles leased or purchased by the Commonwealth after January 1, 2023, or 
operating under an existing or new contract with the Commonwealth on or after January 1, 2025, I am 
hopeful that this is just the beginning of what will hopefully be a new safety protocol for all trucks 
driving on streets in our Commonwealth. Lives continue to be at risk, and I know that MassDOT will 
do whatever it can to improve the protections for vulnerable users. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Marjorie C. Decker 
State Representative - 25th Middlesex 
House Chair, Joint Committee on Public Health 


